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BRITAIN is to be left without
its strike force of nuclear sub-
marines because safety fears
have forced the Royal Navy to
recall them all. 1

The fleet of “hunter killer”
nuclear-powered submarines
is expected to be out of action
for months after a decision yes-
terday to cancel all operations
following the discovery of a se-
rious defect linked to the reac-
tor system.

The decision to take all 12
vessels out of service followed
a detailed inspection of HMS
Tireless, a Trafalgar class boat
which limped into Gibraltar
in May with a leak in pipe-
work running from the nucle-
ar reactor system.

The arrival of the subma-
rine caused a major diplomat-
ic row between the Rock and
Britain when the Ministry of
Defence said it wanted to re-
pair the damage at a dock in
Gibraltar.
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The operational impact on
the Navy following yester-
day’s decision will be devastat-
ing because the submarines
play a crucial role in Britain's

The Navy will not know un-
til next week whether the
whole fleet has been affected
or how long it will take to re-
pair the defect.

But the sources said it ap-
peared to be a “generic” fault
— either a design or quality
control issue — which indicat-
ed that all 12 submarines may
be suffering the same prob-.
lem.

The four strategic deterrent
Vanguard class submarines
armed with Trident ballistic
missiles are not affected be-
cause the design is “totally dif-
ferent”. They will remain fully
operational.

However, Britain’s nuclear
deterrent patrols will not es-
cape some impact from the re-
call of the hunter killers be-
cause one of the key roles of
the Trafalgar class and Swift-
sure class boats is to protect
the huge Trident submarines
from “enemy” boats when

they leave their base at
Faslane on the Clyde and go
on patrol.

Now the MoD will have to
use other methods of protec-
tion during initial stages of nu-
clear deterrent patrols, with
other Royal Navy assets or the
RAF.

Only two nuclear hunter kill-
er submarines are currently
on operation overseas. As soon
as the recall decision was tak-
en in London, Rear Admiral
Robert Stevens, Flag Officer
Submarines, sent a signal to
them to return home as quick-
ly as possible. :

They are expected back in
the next two or three days.

Two other submarines
which were about to set off on
patrol were ordered to stay in
port. Six others which were in
home waters have already

been inspecied and similar de-
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year one of the nuclear : subma—

rines was on active sécvice in
the Adriatic, launching Toma-
hawk cruise miissiles at Ser-
bian military facilities during
Nato’s bombing campaign.
Although  after  initial
checks, the Tireless problem
was believed to be a simple de-
fect in welding, experts later re-
alised there was a more seri-
ous defect, and the decision
was taken to bring all the hunt-
er killer submarines home.
Royal Navy sources said it
was vital to put safety first and
accent that there would be “op-
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Four submarines, H’MS‘
Sceptre, Spartan. Trencha.
and Torbay, are in deep FEM
and will be repaired as part of
the programme.

Navy sources said that the |
submarines still had their nu-
clear safety certificates, but it
was felt prudent to make sure
every boat was
soon as possible because of the
likelihood that all of them suf- |
fered from the same defect. It
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pairs will cost.




