Where menus A,B,C, and
boxes of emergency rations

D were unloaded, And,

2%

right, the 288

Aylesbury stocks

up a hot line

in /7"

nuclear rations

Tt but  otherwise
pcaceful market town of Avles-
bury. Buckinghamshire. rarcly
features in news of natural or
man-made  disasters. If hurri-
canes hardly happen in Here.
fordshire, bombings barcly
bother Bucks.

Yet. at 8 am one
morning. a lorry drew up
main tclephone exchange
town centre. Under
ful  cves  of

recent
at the
n the
the watch-
senior  British
Felecom managers from Qx-

ford. men unloaded cight pallets
stacked with 288 large boxes.
stamped  EMRAT.  meanine

Emergency Rations.

There  was enough  food -
neatly Jabelled Menus A B, C
and D - 10 last between 16 and
20 people for 144 davs. What
calamity was expected?” Flood-
ing of the nearby River Thame?

An indefinite sit-in by switch-
board supervisors?

British Telecom was not best
pleased 10 be asked. It had
hoped that 1he delivery  had
been unobserved. In duce course,

a pressoofficer read out a
statement: Ay (he major
provider  of communications
services for the UK.

Telecom has the responsib
tor their maintcnance in
circumstances.”

The  press  officer added
helpfully - that  such supplies
would  be  useful  when. for
examy dealing with a rail
crash. Avlesbury, on 4 suburban
line. s not noted  for the
frequency of its rajl crashes. Bui
the press officer would not
clucidate.

An cxchange cmplovee,
however, volunteered the infor-

mation that the food was for an
underground  bunker bencath

the exchange (BT has since
launched an mquury to tind the
source of Avlesbury

the lcak).
exchange was preparing for the

worst disaster of all - nuclea;
war.

Like a number of otner
cxchanges, Aylesburv's has g

dual purpose. In the bunker IS a

manual switchboard. part of the
EMSS - the Emergency Manuaj
Switching Sysiem - which will
allempt 10 maintain a skeleton
trunk network after nuclear war
has begun.

Peaceful  Ayicsbury has. in
fact. a strategic significance - it
Is close 10 the prime ministerc

house at Chequers, 1o the new
US European Command head-
quarters at Daws Hj|| and 1o
thc RAF strike command
headquarters ay Naphill. Direc
lines have been laid between the
Aylesbury bunker and Chequers
and Naphill,

Racl ae pae

Was ught-hipped. “we do not
discuss security matters,” he
said. Nor would he divulge the

contents of Menus A B. C and
DA food company which
supphes EMRATS was no more
revealing. “Thar ™ g said,
covered by the Official Secreqe




